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Polaris: Parco scientifico e tecnologico della Sardegn:

Promossa da un ente pubblico reqionale per favorire I'innovazione delle imprese locali, la realizzazions
di Polaris ha trovato la propria forza nellapprofondimento e nella coerenza d'mtenti della fase progetmal,
I versante meridionale del Parco, ormai completato, puo essere considerato un esempio esplicito d
come sia possibile leggere la geografia di un luogo attraverso Parchitettura m Sponsored by a regiona!
government agency to encourage local enterprise mnovation, Polaris benefited greatly from extensie
survey work and wnusual wnity of intent during its design stage. The southern area of the park, now
complete, is an object lesson in how architecture can be used 1o mterpret geography
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® Sopra: schizze dinseme. Ledificaricne riguards soio # 3% della superficie complessiva el Farco (160 attaril, compreso nall'area protatta del Sulels. Sotte:
con g edifici realizzati, sul versanbe meridionale, & quali ancor alks st di progstin, su quello sstientrionalk, A fordo valle, taralieamarte & due alvei del Rio Palacers, score Manelo viare
fhm 4,782 co doppia carreggiats di m 5,50 che connette tutt] gl edific, raggUngibdi anche dal percorso pedonala a quota +100, parmetrs koo dell'intarg insediamenta.
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Polaris: Parco scientifico e tecnologico della Sardegna

péara terrana dal Cenbro senvizifgrowng foor of Service cenlig

Polaris: Science and Technelogy Park of Sardinia. Poiars
is & scrence and technology park, and the word “park ™ 1s usad
neither allusively mor metaphorically. It fruly is located in a
pavk - the Parco del Swicis - which extends across mast of the
mouniainous region of southern Sardinia. Polans occuples a
valley west of Pula, and its border - the curving 100 m con-
tour fine — gives no true idea of its real size. The valley loses
ilseif among remate mowntain peaks at one end, and opens
eastwards o the distant sea af the cifer.

This extraordinary geographical setling is overlaid with many
historiss, The hisfory of its gecgraphical formation, measured in
millons of years, witch revaals a valfey bottom fillad with an-
ciert aiiuvial debris; the centunes-old history of its vegelation,
originally sponfaneous buf fafer replanted aller fires: the an-
cient amd more recent history of the animals that have passed
through it leaving recogrisable fraces and tracks; the fustory of
men and women, of orops, Nvestock and hunting: and mast re-
cently af all, a history of nalural consenvation and fhe struggle
to pravent fires. Any project sited within nature becomes part of
nature’s history, and this history must be known and undersiood
If a zita that best relates fo it 1s 1o be found, This particular pre-
ject developed through & unigue and forfunate combination of
circumstances that can never be repeated in modern-day taly.
Consarzio Ventuno, the public agency sponsoring the project,
commissionad Gregotli Aszociall to sat up the programme
and see it through in its entirely, from preliminary environ-
mental surveys and the preparation of fhe detarled planning
document to the dosign of bulldings, landscaping and work
management. 5o far the task has faken ten years.
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Going info an unspoilt valfey and coming out with 8 science
and technology park, while also guarantesing the conserva-
fion of @ park in which researchers have faken the piace of
hunters, was a8 complex challenge invelving a wide range of
sepgrate skills opevating under the guidance of a single ar-
chilectural and planning intelligence. The basic lavout of Po-
laris was astablished with input from a group of environmen-
tal experts: bringing research facilities to the valley also
meant urbanising the setting — everylhing from water mains to
optical fibres — while also safeguarding the enviranment,
The scignce and technodogy park will eventually consist of fen
resgarch buildings — anly half have been buill so far = with a
canlral area comprising a bar, a reslawrant, activities for the
seigntific community and the general public, and a wisifors'
hall of residence. There are mo shops ar housing since Fula
and its surrounding ares are well supplied with both,
A main ring road runs betwean the fevel valley battom and
foot of the suwrounding peaks, and a second ring roule — a
footpath — runs along the mountain side al 2 contour height
of 100 metres. The buiidings, with vehicle sccess from be-
low and pedestrian access from above, are sited betweean the
twa ring routas where the slope is steepest. At the cenire of
the ring is the park. The buildings lake their shape frorm the
geographical morphology of the site — valley, peak and piain
- by consistently following the line of the siope. The granite
mountain suggested the idea of using the valley’s own mate-
rials for everything that had to be constructed there — buiid-
ings, roads, footpaths, fords, whatever. The granite excavat-
ed fo build the underground car parks was crushed and
—
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